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Pastoral Reflechions by Fr. Peter Kostakis

Relics, Remains, Asifrava

When I wasin seminary, Preshyviera Athanasia and I had the opportunity to go fo
Thessaloniki. There, wewere able to visit the relics of 5t. Dametrios the Mymoblete or Myrrhe
streamer. We experened for ourselves why he has this fitle. As vou can seein the picture, his
reliquary is sealed in glass, but the fragrance of the myrrh comes through the reliquary and through the
glass. The whole shrine smells magnificent! Saint Demetrios diedin the vear 306. What a mirade that

his relics continue to exude such an aroma over seventeen hundred vearslater!

This is really a testimony to the power of God that works through people. How can we see that
and not know to expect the resurrection? Now, not all saints' relics are fragrant. Many are, and many
are miraculous in different ways, and many have no apparent mirades. But no matter what, the word
'relic calls our mind to something predous; God made something predous, and that predous ceation
offered belief and love back to God who sanctifies. Thatis amiracle, too!

In English funeral language, we often refer to the deceased as “the casket’, which is not very
personal at all. We sometimes talk more about the casket than about the body. Well, in the Greek
rubrics, we don't talk about the “casket’, we talk about the ‘relic” A=iforvov! Now in English, people
might not understand why we would say ‘relic’ in pasdng conversation or arrangements. So, Ido not
encourage anyone to use language in a way thatis esoterc. However, I shared this with vou be@use we
can learn from the use of that word intoday’'s funeral. When I first read the word for “relic’ in the
rubrics, [ was soimpressed that we use the same word, which invokes so much reverence for the saints,

for someone who dies today.

This is animportant lesson. We are all called to
the commumion of the saints, to be reverent to one
another and to know that God has a spedal plan for
each of us. We are all miracles, and we are all spedal.
When we urite to Christ and partake of the life of the
Trinity, the glory of God manifests itselfin usina

unique and wondrous way!
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Youth Ministries
GOYA FOLLOW US

+ Llpcoming:

Holy Trinity
Movember 2-4—GOYA Fall Retreat

Dallas GOYA
Movember 10—GOYA Quting TBA
Movember 14—GOYA Meeting

realdallasgoya

+ Basketball

Sr Boys practices, 7-Spm: November 7, 14,21, 28
Ir Boys practices, &7:30pm: November 1, 18, 25 realdﬂllﬁgwﬂ

ar Girls pradcices, &7:30pm: Movember 5, 12, 15, 26
Jr Girls practices, 7:30-Spm: November 5, 12, 15, 26

. ! ;

rJ L

Goyans came together to serve at Holy
Trinity’s annual Night With Norm event.
D‘IM? served many supporters of Austin
Street Center during this awesome night,
and we continue to LOVE to serve at Aus-

tin Street every month. L

JOY HOPE

¢ 10V will mest every first Wednasday of the month, =t ¢ HOPE will meet every first Wednesday of the manth,
T7pm-8pm a Holy Trinity. Paraklesis before at 6pm at 500-5:45pm at Holy Trinity. Paraklesis at 6 p.m.

¢ NEXT GATHERING: November 7. Tpm # NEXT GATHERING: November 7, 5pm

# J0OY at Main Eventin Plano, November 9, 6pm



Young Adults

Telos Project

*  Lay Ministry Workshop

—5Serve dinner at Austin Street Shelter, eat dinner and speak with Dean Xeros, who started Holy Trinity's
monthly service to the homeless shelter.

—Tuesday, November 5, meet at Holy Trinity for carpool at 5:15, or meet at Austin Street Center at 6pm

—Contact dbuck@holytrinitydallas_orng for questions

* Book Club
—For the Advent fast, we will hold a book club!

—Book club will read a book and meet twice to have discussions: Gathering over coffee, tea and treats, of

coursel

—Contact ksachllkah@gmail.com for more info

Young Aduit Conference reflection by Pahno Georgeton

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20.

YAL had over 200 young adults, and | definitely felt the presence of God. Fellowship is one
of the most important parts of our faith. Loving one another is loving God.

Growing up | counted down the days between each tournament, oratorical, or retreat that
GOYA provided me 50 | could see my best friends, “my parea.” There is a bond between
Orthodox Christians that | can’t truly explain. Mo matter how different our hobbies are, all
our main philosophies, beliefs, and ideals are the same because of our faith; this makes our
friendships so meaningful. Entering college, there was a gap in my life. | was no longer
checking my calendar every day for an event to see all my parea. At work or school, we only
spend 50 much time with our Orthodox brothers and sisters im Christ, but it is 5o important
1o keep the friendships. Young adult fellowship is crucial for the foundation of the church.
We are the future.

YAL served as the perfect opportunity to make new friends, revive old friendships, and ulti-

mately get doser to God by providing fellowship. Many people think that the only way to have a proper fellowship event is
for priests to come lecture and hold circle conversations about Theology. We young adults cherish these lectures and con-
versations, but most people won't fly across the country for a lecture they could hear in a sermon. YAL offered a perfect mix
of fellowship, theology, and an overall great time. YAL offered four sessions that sparked conversation throughout the
weekend. The rest of the weekend included karacke, Greek dancing, and a lot of free time to just hang out. When you put
200 young Greek Orthodox Christians in a hotel, | guarantee you they will have the time of their lives.

On one of our free afternocons, almost everyone went for different hikes around Salt Lake. | went with my buddy Kosta
Sergakis. We hiked halfway up the mountain before we realized were lost. Hiking for almost 4 hours, | had one of the most
meaningful conversations of my life. Discussing orthodoxy, the struggle of living in a fallen world, and many more topics
filled up cur time. Hiking in nature with a best friend talking about Christ, | don't think there is a better way to spend my
time.

YAL is officially on my calendar. | am counting down the days until next year to build fellowship with Greek Orthodox Chris-
tians from around the United States. |, again, can't stress how important these relationships are. Through fellowship, the
relationships that we build amongst our young adults will provide a foundation for the future.



~Most frequently asked questions by parishioners ~

% Why do we have to pay Stewardship? Aren't we still on Dues?
< Why do they keep asking for more when we already give $5007
4 Why do my grown kids need to give, when I give?

% Why don't we do more/spend more on our Youth?

% Why don't we do more outside charity work?

4 Why is the budget so much?

% Why don't we update/remodel our Community Center?

These are great questions and we answer most of them funce-a-year ai the General Assembly meefings. Sadly
they aren 't very well attended. Dhd you know for the past 10 years they typically last only fwoe hours? We
have such a dynamic, diverse, beaufiful parish dotng so many wonderful things, so here e the aswers to the
questions above.

~ Answers to the most frequently asked questions by parishioners ~

% We have not been on Dues for 30+ years. Stewardship is our opportunity to support
our parish and God's House, collectively

% The Average 2017 pledge was about $1400. How does that compare to what you are
truly able to give? If you divide our annual budget by 365 days, that is $4000/day!

% Honestly, if someone is in the workplace, it's time for them to have the pleasure of
giving thanks by participating in Stewardship themselves.

% Our Youth budget continues to rise, plus we've hired a wonderful Youth Director 5o,
invest in your children by joining/participating in Stewardship which funds our Youth
PrOgrams.

% We do participate in many outside Ministries but can always make room for you to
join some of them and help make a difference.

% Our parish budget rises, on average, only slightly every year And just like your
personal expenses, ours rise as well. We run a very efficient budget!

% Our Community Center is 25 years old and really needs a major overhaul, plus we
really need more storage and classrooms. This will require a major investment, in the
form of a Capital Improvement Campaign, which may be coming very soon. 5o, it's
important that everyone become a Steward to be a part of the community and help
make these much-needed improvements happen sooner than later

~ Your Stewardship Team ~



Catechetical Corner
#But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall

be added unto you." Matthew 6: 33.
We are living in an increasingly secular world...a world that continually bombards us

with secular ideas, philosophies and standards of behavior. Longstanding ideals and beliefs
are not only challenged but those who hold them are ridiculed as being unenlightened and
misinformed. Success is measured by educational and professional achievements. In the
road to success, the prevailing philosophy seems to be that “the ends justify the means,” no
matter what those means are.

As this Thanksgiving approaches, let us all stop and reflect upon the way of the world
and the Way of the Lord. Let us give thanks for all that He has blessed with. Let us also ask
that He help us to live the Way of the Lord. Our first goal should be living our Faith. With
His Love and Blessing, all the other things of the world take on a different perspective. He
will bless us richly if we seek His Way.

Let us remember to tend to our daily prayer life. Let us pray with our children in the
morning and in the evening as well as before and after meals. Let us read His word. Let us
read Bible stories to and with our children. Let us attend Divine Liturgy regularly and
punctually. Let us observe the Feasts and the Fasts of the Church Calendar. Let the Saints
become our heroes and role models. Let us return to the basics of our Faith.

May we all celebrate a blessed Thanksgiving!

November Feast Days — Hronia Polla to all who celebrate their name day this month!
November 1 - Cosmas & Damianos, the Holy Unmercenaries

November 8 — Synaxis of the Archangel Michael & the other Bodiless Powers: Gabriel,
Raphael, Uriel, 5alaphiel, Jegudiel & Barachiel

November 9 — Nektarios the Wonderworker

November 13 — John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople

November 14 — Philip the Apostle; Gregory Palamas

NOVEMBER 15 - THE CHRISTMAS FAST BEGINS

November 16 — Matthew the Apostle & Evangelist

November 17 — Gregory the Wonderworker

November 19 — Obadiah, the Prophet

November 21 — The Presentation of the Theotokos into the Temple

November 27 — The Great Martyr 5t. Catherine

November 30 — Andrew the First-Called Apostle

Wﬁ‘% The Prophet Obadiah or Abdia, whose name means "servant of the
[ (N, |

Lord", came from Shechem and lived in the second half of the 6th
century B.C. He is one of the Twelve Minor Prophets, whose book is the

s E
7 smallest in the Old Testament containing only 21 verses. Nothing is

known about him except that he wrote down a brief prophecy about the
destruction of Edom and the restoration of Israel.



57T. BARBARA LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY
&£

HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
INVITE YOU TO JOIN IN A

Glrallenge

Gy

SHARING
LIFE

Sharing Life Community Outreach is a benevolent organization

serving needy families in Southeastern Dallas County.

Philoptochos and Holy Trinity will be joining in a two year
MNationd Philoptocheos Challenge to commit time, talent, and
treasure to this charitable outreach.

Chdllenge for Thanksgiving
A holiday food drive

Cranberry sauce - Pie crust mix - Jiffy corn bread mix
Fruit pie fillings-Chicken broth-MNew aluminum turkey pans
$15 Walmart/grocery store gift cards for turkeys

Challenge runs through Novem ber 11th.

Drop donated items in the Community Center Sharing Life box.
Give gift cards to any Philoptochos Board member.
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http://www.holytrinitydallas.org

